Surgical infections in immunocompromised patients--prevention and treatment.
The care of immunocompromised patients is a challenge to all physicians. The variety of opportunistic infections that can develop in these patients underscores the importance of the immune response. The key to success in the prevention and management of infections in these patients lies in knowing what kind of infections to expect and instituting empirical treatment even before a specific diagnosis is made. With the advent of better preventive strategies, the use of prophylactic and preemptive therapies, and the introduction of new immunomodulators, successful outcomes in these interesting and challenging patients may be more easy to achieve in the future.